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one loved him and when he visited

England he  was received  with  the

greatest honour.
He was charmingly modest.   He did

not consider himself fit to stand among

those whom he describes as :

" The bards sublime
Whose distant footsteps echo
In the corridors of time."

Yet there are poets with greater genius
than his whose works we could more
easily spare than those of this notable
American writer.
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THE COURTSHIP OF MILES STANDISH
This picture illustrates the close of Longfellow's charming
poem named above.   Priscilla is riding to her new Immt

y

,                 , o whom she has just been married

Readers who have not read this poem are advised to read
it.   The original painting from which this entwine was
made is the work of L. J. Pott

The Boy in Blue Nankeens.

Somrwhere about tin* \v;ir 1815 a boy
attending the grammar school at Con-
cord, Massachusetts, told his parents
that there was a newcomer to the
school, " a spiritual-looking boy in blue
nankeens," whose looks he liked very
much.

This boy was Ralph Waldo Kmerson,
destined to great fame as poet and
essayist. He came of a good New Eng-
land" family, and showed his genius
early, for at ten years old he was turn-
ing'Virgil into English verse lor his
own amusement. He went
to Harvard University and
afterwards became a
schoolmaster. He was
much liked by his pupils
and, it is said, never had
need to punish them.
Afterwards he became a
minister, but his views
on religious matters led to
a difference with his church
and he left the pulpit and
began a new career. He
took to lecturing and soon
made a name. He visited
England and made friends
with the great Carlyle, and
these two men, utterly
different in temper, began
a eorresjjomlenee that
lusted for forty years.

His Earliest Poems.
In 1836 Emerson's first
book of poems appeared,
It was called very simply
41 Nature/' and it took
twelve years to sell 500
copies. But this was fol-
lowed by " The American
Scholar/" a lecture de-
livered at Harvard, the
echoes of which rang round
the English - speaking
world. It was a new event
in the history of American
literature and made a great
reputation for Emerson,